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[The following article by Lucien O. Chauvin is reprinted with the permission of Noticias Aliadas in
Lima, Peru. It first appeared in the March 9, 2000, edition of the weekly publication Latinamerica
Press.]
While Mario Bisso is not sure who will get his vote in Peru's April 9 presidential elections, he
is certain it will not be President Alberto Fujimori, who is running for a third term. "I voted for
Fujimori before, but not this time," Bisso said after reading the headlines of daily newspapers
hanging in a kiosk. "His government is getting corrupt and we need a change after 10 years." Often
accused of rigging the electoral process to ensure a third five-year term for the president, Fujimori's
party, Peru 2000, is now accused of falsifying 1.2 million signatures presented to register the party in
late December.
Bisso said the new charges only reinforce his decision. "Fujimori wants power for himself," he
said. "He's not concerned about the people anymore." The accusation was lodged in a four-page
investigative article published Feb. 29 by Peru's leading daily El Comercio. The investigation
found that Peru 2000 employed 400 people who worked throughout November copying names and
signatures from the official 1998 municipal-election rolls onto registration lists.
The charge involves Rep. Oscar Medelius, who is running for re-election; former Agriculture
Minister Absalon Vasquez, who heads Peru 2000's congressional slate; and Luis Navarrete, a
member of the Lima city council representing Vamos Vecino, another group aligned with Fujimori.
Armed with evidence from El Comercio and election- monitoring groups, such as the joint mission
from the US-based Carter Center and National Democratic Institute that visited Peru in February,
human rights ombud Jorge Santistevan lodged a formal complaint with the Oficina Nacional de
Procesos Electorales (ONPE).
While ONPE promised a thorough probe, the questioned lists were removed from its offices by the
public prosecutor named to investigate the charges. ONPE and Jurado Nacional de Elecciones (JNE)
officials say they no longer need to investigate the charges now that the attorney general's office has
intervened. Opposition candidates and election observers, however, are skeptical about the outcome
of any investigation.
Presidential candidate Luis Castaneda Lossio, currently third in the polls, said this is one more
example of how Fujimori and his allies "trample the Constitution and remain on the margins of the
law." While Eduardo Stein, former Guatemalan foreign minister and head of the Organization of
American States (OAS) election-monitoring delegation, says the electoral process is troubling, the
fraud accusations have attracted little attention outside Peru.
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The European Union (EU) and US have demanded free and fair elections, but have stopped short of
openly criticizing Fujimori. For Peruvian political analysts such as Fernando Rospigliosi, speaking
on a local radio program, this caution stems from external troubles, particularly Ecuador's unstable
political situation and the guerrilla threat and drug trafficking in Colombia.
For US politicians and businesspeople, Peru is an island of calm in the Andes. Barry Levitt, a senior
political analyst with the Carter Center-National Democratic Institute mission, said that, while the
charges of falsification are plausible, it is difficult to measure their impact on the campaign, because
Peru 2000's registration was formally accepted by the JNE in late December. "I think the major
impact will be political and determined by the reaction of the general public," Levitt said.
Fujimori's congressional allies called the accusations a last-ditch effort by opposition candidates
who know they will lose. "We do not need to falsify signatures," said Rep. Martha Chavez, former
president of the Peruvian Congress and one of Fujimori's staunchest allies. "El Comercio is doing
this because it wants to be on the good side of all the opposition candidates." Pro-government
media have also been quick to attack El Comercio and ombud Santistevan. Alejandro Miro Quesada,
editor-in-chief of El Comercio, said he stands behind the story, adding that the accusation involves
not only Peru 2000, but the entire system of collecting signatures to register a party.
Under Peruvian law, any party that does not receive at least 5% of the popular vote in an election
must collect signatures equal to that amount to participate in the next election. Most of the eight
candidates running against Fujimori consider his candidacy unconstitutional. Fujimori was
first elected in 1990. During his first term he dissolved Congress and convoked a Constitutional
Congress.
The new Constitution, approved in a 1993 referendum, permits a second consecutive term. Fujimori
was re-elected in 1995 with 64% of the vote. Fresh off that victory, his allies in Congress voted
that, since he had been elected only once under the new Constitution, he could run again in 2000.
Accusations of government manipulation of the pre- electoral process have been flying for months,
and the JNE has dismissed more than a dozen challenges to the president's candidacy.
Fujimori is accused of using government funds for his campaign. The Peruvian government spent an
estimated US$60 million in 1999 on advertising to promote its programs and policies. A promotional
campaign with the slogan, "Peru: A country with a future," which uses the same design as Peru
2000's official campaign literature, has been attacked as being part of the president's re-election bid.
Opposition candidates also charge that the government has used its advertising budget to
discourage major TV networks from airing their campaign spots. Rep. Rafael Rey Rey, vice-
presidential candidate for the Avancemos party headed by presidential candidate Federico Salas,
said six major TV stations turned down his request for air time even when he offered to pay in
advance. Rey said the excuse he was given-
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